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From the Minister

The book that made your world
In 2012, an Indian philosopher called Vishal Mangalwadi published The Book That
Made Your World, showing how the Bible has underpinned the West’s pursuit of
scientific, medical, and technological advancement, as well as its politics, education,
philanthropy and human rights.
Mahatma Gandhi once said to a group of missionaries, “You Christians look after a
document containing enough dynamite to blow all civilisation to pieces, turn the
world upside down and bring peace to a battle-torn planet. But you treat it as though it
is nothing more than a piece of literature.”
Many these days wonder, “Why do you have multiple readings from the Bible every
Sunday? It’s ancient. Surely it is outdated and largely irrelevant – or worse?”
Yet, as Gandhi suspected, the very opposite is true. Far from being a dead letter the
Bible is “alive and active,” and far from being a blunt instrument it is “sharper than
any double-edged sword” (Hebrews 4:12). The Bible is truly the most powerful tool
that exists (Ephesians 6:17) for the transformation of this world.
It is only in the Bible that we find the words of eternal life (John 6:68), so could there
be anything more foolish than to ignore it? It is only through the Bible that we truly
get to know Jesus (John 5:39 – Jim Elliot described the Bible as “Christ in print”).
Could there be anything more dangerous than to ignore him?
“All Scripture is breathed out by God” (2 Tim. 3:16). That means the words of the
Bible are the very words of God. Although they were written by human hands, they
were also inspired by a divine author (2 Peter 1:20-21), and when we ask for the
Spirit’s help, God speaks to us directly in powerful ways today as we read. When we
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come to the Bible we aren’t just pondering ideas: we are personally addressed by the
Almighty.
Here are 3 top tips for reading the Bible at home:
1. Pray beforehand. It’s God’s word, so ask for his help to understand and
to change. That’s a prayer he loves to answer.
2. Get help. That might mean using helpful Bible notes (like New Daylight
or Explore – Daily Bible reading notes), or it might mean reading the
Bible with others. If you would like to try this yourself, I’d be only too
happy to pair you up with one or two others.
3. Keep it simple. You may have many unanswered questions. That’s okay:
we will never plumb the depths of the Bible. As Gregory the Great said,
“Scripture is like a river… shallow enough here for the lamb to go
wading, but deep enough there for the elephant to swim.” Therefore, try
to focus on the main thing: “What is God telling me about himself here,
and how should that change the way I live?”
Warning: it will be tempting to ignore the parts you don’t like, but that would imply
you know better than God. It is similar to people saying, “I like to think of God as…,”
at which point they are creating a man-made god, instead of acknowledging God
created them and listening to him. Author and pastor Tim Keller writes, “Only if your
God can outrage you... will know that you worship the real God and not a figment of
your imagination.”
According to Jesus, the Bible is as necessary to spiritual life as food is to physical life
(Matthew 4:4). We rarely forget to eat a meal, but all too often don’t fill up on God’s
word. I can happily tuck into my honey-flavoured Crunchy Nut Cornflakes, but easily
forget that the Bible is “sweeter than honey from the honeycomb,” as David says in
Psalm 19:10.
In the same verse in Psalm 19, King David pronounces that God’s decrees are “more
precious than gold, than much pure gold” – and royals know a thing or two about
gold. Likewise, at the Queen’s coronation in June 1953, she was given a copy of the
Bible and told, “We present you with this Book, the most valuable thing that this
world affords.”
So friends, how highly do you prize the Bible? On your bookshelf you have
something more valuable than the Crown Jewels! Why not commit to reading it daily
for the next month? Put it this way, I don’t think there will be anyone in heaven
regretting they read the Bible too much on earth.
With warmest love and prayers,
Leon
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Welcome to our new interim organist

I'm delighted [and a little surprised] to be joining you at All Saints just as regular, in
person, worship is becoming a reality once again. To be present at a time of new
beginnings and developments is very exciting and motivating. I hope that I can serve
you decently in the months ahead.
Those of you I've spoken to in the last couple of weeks have all noticed the Scots
accent. Well, I was born in St Andrews, Fife and grew up in Leven, some ten miles
down the coast. My musical training in school was a little patchy and things only
really got going during the subsequent two years I spent at Napier University in
Edinburgh. There I had the delight and challenge of teachers such as Lesley Wilson
[principal bassoon, Royal Scottish National Orchestra] and Frederick Frayling-Kelly
[conductor& musical director, Lyceum Theatre]. As well as gaining my ALCM &
LGSM diplomas, the church I called home [and my first organist post], St. Martin's,
Gorgie Rd., made sure I was baptised and confirmed before sending me south over
Hadrian's Wall.
As an undergraduate I studied music at Reading University, conducting the university
opera society in works by Offenbach, Verdi and Donizetti. After graduating I began
working in the BBC Gramophone Library's cataloguing department as their classical
music and, later, opera specialist. At this time I was organist of St. Gabriel's,
Cricklewood and also played bassoon for the orchestra of All Souls', Langham Place
in their services and Prom Praise events.
We came to Headington in 1998. Originally Catherine worked for OUP, but since
Alexander's arrival in 2000 she has been the web development officer for the law
faculty of Oxford University. Elinor arrived to complete the family quartet in 2006.
We have loved being part of the Headington community; St. Andrews School and its
organisations have been part of family life for many years. I continue to be the
accompanist for the annual parents' choir, SASA Singers. So although our paths may
well have crossed already, there is still the exciting prospect of getting to know you all
as individuals. I promise to try very hard with names; hopefully without trying your
patience!
Stuart
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Sunday Worship in September

10 am Holy Communion
5 September

Celebrant
Leon

Preacher
Leon

Notes
Stuart’s first
Sunday as
organist

12 September

Leon

Leon

19 September

Leon

Rev R
Wainwright

Elanor Catallo’s
Baptism

26 September

Leon

Leon

Harvest

As well as these services in church, Christine will continue to offer a Compline
service on Sunday evening at 8:30 pm via Zoom.
The joining details are: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82317742452
Dial in for people joining by telephone in the UK.
0203 481 5240 /0203 901 7895
Meeting ID: 823 1774 2452

Leon
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Presentation to Julian Littlewood on 22nd August
Everyone at All Saints’ was saddened when Julian’s family circumstances made
it impossible for him to continue as organist, an office he has held for so long
and with such distinction as it made clear in Brigid’s speech (detailed below),
before Leon’s presentation of the parish’s gift to Julian.

Julian Littlewood M.A., M.Mus., Ph.D., A.R.C.O.
“Julian, at the age of 11, although you were already playing the piano so well,
you became fascinated by the organ and, while you were at Christ Church
Cathedral School, you asked the Director of Music if he would give you organ
lessons, to which he kindly agreed. After winning a music scholarship to
Magdalen College School, you were taught for five years by Malcolm Pearce.
Malcolm has given several very enjoyable organ recitals at All Saints’ during
our Summer Music Festivals.
Malcolm asked Jim Cocke if you could practise on our organ, when you quickly
became so good you sometimes deputised for our then organist David Smith rumour has it that you occasionally turned up in your pyjamas…….You then
won an organ scholarship to St. Peter’s College where, unwittingly but with
such a happy result Joy met John, who was then Vice Master, on the first
Sunday you played in the Chapel as organ scholar.
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As well as having played the
organ at All Saints’ for at least
thirty years, you have also
played the organ at Wadham
College for Evensong, and on
other occasions too, for 20
years. A highlight was playing
the organ in St. Paul’s Cathedral
for the service celebrating
Wadham’s 400th anniversary.
Over the years you have given
recitals in a number of countries
including Istanbul in Turkey,
Christian services in Jerusalem,
in Germany and Normandy in France. Nearer to home you have been the
Summertown Choral Society’s accompanist on piano and organ for 20 years,
conducting rehearsals when the resident conductor is away.
During the last year you and your family have endured the heartbreaking
tragedy of losing Lou, and we all share your grief at her early departure.
However, we all also hugely admire the extraordinary way you have inspiringly
lead your family through this very sad time. Daniel and Owen have both had
excellent reports from Windmill School and Eleanor and Joseph much enjoy
their Nursery.
Because of your outstanding musical achievements, including writing a very
learned book about Brahms, it’s too easy too overlook your expertise and
knowledge as a graphic designer, having previously worked with Macmillan
Press and now with the Oxford University Press. For many years you edited our
All Saints’ Magazine.
You have lived in nearby Old Road all your life, so we of course hope and look
forward to often seeing you in the future when you will continue to delight us
with your brilliant and exceptional piano and organ playing. With Most Grateful
Thanks from us all for your many years of loyal service to All Saints’, and
Good Luck!”
We were all delighted to see our old friends Colin and Nao, and Sheridan and
Freya, and their children - Colin and Sheridan having previously been in our
Choir for at least twelve years.
Brigid
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Hymns and their Tunes – Part 2
I thought I’d take a look at just one hymn this time – the last one that we sang on
Julian’s last day as full time organist – ‘O Jesus, I have promised’, to the tune
Wolvercote by W. H. Ferguson. Before starting on this, I felt I should say something
about the various metrical patterns found in hymns, how the tunes ﬁt the words. It
occurred to me that not everyone might be familiar with this.
If you open the music edition of a hymn book at any hymn number, then you’ll see
several things on the music page apart from the tune itself. There’s the hymn number
of course, the name of the tune and the composer or source, and some rather strange
letters or numbers, such as ‘CM’, ‘SM’, or ‘87 87 D’ for example. The ones with
numbers are fairly self explanatory and tell us the number of syllables on each line.
The ‘D’ means that the pattern is repeated, so in the example above, the tune has eight
lines. Some hymns lend themselves to being sung as either four or eight line verses
depending on the tune. Charles Wesley’s well-known hymn ‘Love divine, all loves
excelling’ is often sung to a four line tune, ‘Love Divine’ by John Stainer, or an eight
line tune, ‘Blaenwern’ by William Penfro Rowlands.
The meanings of the metrical patterns described by letters are: SM – Short Meter
which has the syllable pattern 66 86, CM – Common Meter which has the syllable
pattern 86 86, and LM - Long Meter which has the syllable pattern 88 88. Eight line
tunes with these patterns are described as DSM, DCM, and DLM. Most hymn books
have a metrical index of tunes, where the tunes are grouped under the same meter,
rather than purely alphabetically.
The metrical pattern of ‘O Jesus, I have promised’ is 76 76 D. There are many tunes
of this metrical pattern and so there’s a large choice of possible tunes and this hymn in
particular seems to have been paired with a number of different tunes over the years.
There’s slightly more to it than just the number of syllables though, and so I’ll briefly
mention iambic and trochaic. Students of poetry will be very familiar with trochees
and iambs, but for the rest of us, suﬃce it to say that a trochaic line has a stressed
syllable followed by an unstressed syllable and an iambic line is the other way round.
The majority of hymns use an iambic pattern and so need an iambic tune. The two are
not interchangeable. An example of a trochaic hymn is the Easter hymn ‘Come, ye
faithful, raise the strain’. Although the pattern is 76 76 D, try singing those words to
tunes such as Wolvercote or Thornbury, and you’ll see what I mean. This hymn is
usually sung to the tune ‘St John Damascene’ by A. H. Brown. Incidentally, the words
were written by the eighth century Greek poet John of Damascus and translated by
John Mason Neale, about whom Ginny wrote an excellent article in last month’s
newsletter.
The words of ‘O Jesus, I have promised’ were written by The Revd John Ernest Bode
for the confirmation of his two sons and daughter in 1866. Bode was born in London
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in 1816, and educated at Eton, Charterhouse, and at Christ Church, Oxford.
Graduating in 1837, he was ordained in 1841, and became Rector of Westwell,
Oxfordshire in 1847. He moved to Castle Camps in Cambridgeshire in 1860, and died
there in 1874. He was invited to deliver the prestigious Bampton Lectures at Oxford in
1855, but his academic aspirations were somewhat dashed when he was defeated for
Professorship of Poetry at Oxford by Matthew Arnold in 1857. He wrote several
books of poetry and his major hymn publication was Hymns from the Gospel of the
Day for each Sunday and Festivals of our Lord (1860).
The text of our hymn is one of commitment and dedication and is based on a verse
from St John’s Gospel, 12:26 ‘If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I
am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour’
(AV). It is popular at confirmation and ordination services and also as a ‘general’
hymn. It was first published in 1868 as a leaflet by the SPCK (Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge) entitled ‘Hymn for the newly Confirmed’ and later in the
Appendix to the New and Enlarged Edition of Hymns for Public Worship (1870), and
in Church Hymns (1874). It became popular when it was published in the second
edition of Hymns Ancient and Modern (1875), and has remained in most major hymn
books ever since, usually with five verses, but Songs of Praise (1931) and The New
English Hymnal (1986) have only four.
There seems to be little consensus among music editors about the tune. I have found
eleven diﬀerent tunes in various hymn books and there may well be more. A lot of
these have faded into obscurity such as ‘Angel’s Story’ by Arthur H. Mann, published
in The Methodist Sunday School Hymnbook (1881) and ‘Llanfyllin’ (1865), described
as a ‘Welsh Traditional Tune’. This appears to be the same melody as the better
known ‘Llangloﬀan’ but in the major key. Common Praise has the words ‘Light of the
minds that know him’ by Timothy Dudley-Smith for this tune. Arthur Mann is mostly
known today for his harmonisation of H. J. Gauntlett’s well known hymn tune ‘Irby’
(Once in royal David’s city). Hymns Ancient and Modern has ‘Day of Rest’ by J. W.
Elliott (1833–1915), and ‘Llanberis’, credited to ‘S. Wesley 1839’. Elliott is probably
best known as a collector of nursery rhymes, but he was also assistant musical editor
of Church Hymns at the behest of Arthur Sullivan. I was rather puzzled by the credit
for Llanberis, as it’s a tune much in the style of Samuel Wesley, but he died in 1837.
Looking further, it seems this tune was published in Novello’s The Psalmist in 1835,
so the date in A&M may be a misprint. The English Hymnal has ‘Missionary Hymn’
by Lowell Mason, and ‘Meirionydd’ by W. Lloyd as an alternative. Songs of Praise
has no fewer than three tunes for our hymn, including two German tunes, ‘Komm
Seele’ by J. W. Franck (1641-88) and ‘Bremen’, adapted from Störl’s Wütemburg
Gesangbuch (1710). The third tune is ‘Thornbury’ by Basil Harwood. The trouble
here is that Harwood wrote this magniﬁcent tune speciﬁcally for ‘Thy hand, O God,
has guided’ and the last line doesn’t go well with the words of our hymn. Very few of
these tunes have survived into twenty first century hymn books, apart from
‘Thornbury’, which with its strong, confident melody has helped to make ‘Thy hand,
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O God, has guided’ one of the nation’s best loved hymns. More modern tunes include
‘Hatherop Castle’ by Geoffrey Beaumont. Beaumont was one of the founders of the
20th Century Church Light Music Group at the end of the 1950s who felt that church
music was becoming increasingly out of touch with modern society. In 1960, they
published a book called Thirty 20th Century Hymn Tunes and later More 20th Century
Hymn Tunes. They also made numerous recordings. Beaumont wrote a number of
hymn tunes and ‘Hatherop Castle’ is probably the best known of these.
This brings us to the tune ‘Wolvercote’ that we used for this hymn at All Saints’. This
was written by William Harold Ferguson. Ferguson was born in Leeds in 1874 and
died at Littlehampton, Sussex in 1950. He was educated at Magdalen College School,
Oxford, and was a chorister in the College chapel (Over the decades, past and present
pupils from Magdalen College School have made a big contribution to music at All
Saints’, but that’s another story). After graduating from Keble College, he taught at St.
Edward’s School, Oxford (1896-99) and Bilton Grange, Rugby (1899-1901). He later
attended Cuddesdon Theological College (now Ripon College, Cuddesdon, following
the amalgamation of Cuddesdon College with Ripon Hall). After ordination, he served
as assistant master, chaplain, organist and director of chapel music at Lancing College
(1902-13); Warden of St. Edward’s School, Oxford (1913-25); Warden of Radley
College, Oxfordshire (1925-37); and Canon and Precentor of Salisbury Cathedral
(1937-47). With Geoffrey Shaw, he was joint music editor of The Public School Hymn
Book in 1919.
The tune ‘Wolvercote’ is in the tradition of public school worship, as is ‘Woodlands’
by Walter Greatorex that I discussed in my last article. It is thought that Ferguson
wrote ‘Wolvercote’ around 1910, during his time at Lancing College. He wrote ﬁve
hymn tunes, three of which are named after places in the Oxford area – Wolvercote,
Cuddesdon and Frilford. The other two are called ‘Ladywell’, which may be named
after a place, although none seem to be near anywhere that Ferguson lived or worked,
and ‘Hominum Amator’. This is perhaps a reference to God’s mercy as a lover of
mankind.
Of the five tunes, three are still to be found in most major hymn books. These are
Wolvercote, Ladywell and Cuddesdon. Common Praise has the words ‘A city radiant
as a bride’ by Timothy Dudley-Smith, and ‘We sing for all the unsung saints’ by Carl
P. Daw, for Ladywell. Cuddesdon has the words ‘From the eastern mountains’, an
Epiphany hymn by Godfrey Thring, and ‘Glory in the highest to the God of heaven’
by Christopher Idle.
Keith
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Decorating the Church for Harvest 26th September

If you are able to help with the decorating, or only able to bring flowers or groceries,
the Church will be open at 10.00am on Saturday 25th September.

We would also need a group of volunteers on Monday 27th September to bag up, and
deliver these to the housebound parishioners of All Saints'.
I will put a board out on the counter for names of those who can help with the
decorating on Saturday, and another for the Monday delivering .
Thank you for your usual support.

Valerie
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Social Committee Events
Wednesday 1st September: LUNCH AT THE BRITANNIA – do hope you can
come to our monthly get together at the Britannia Inn at the top of Lime Walk. We
meet at 12.15pm order our own food and drink, and share good conversation with
other members of the congregation.
Sunday 5th September: GARDEN PARTY – we hope you will come to the Garden
Party from 3pm to 5pm in the Church garden (in Church if wet). It will be an event to
welcome Leon and his family, and will be open to all people in the parish. There will
be tea and cakes, and some games for the children. No charge for this event.
Sunday 26th September: THE HARVEST LUNCH will be held in Church House at
12 noon after the Harvest Service. A list will be in Church later this month for you to
sign if you wish to come. There will be a two course meal, with drinks for £6
adults/£3 children (5-15).

Ride and Stride

Saturday 11th September
In this annual event participants cycle or walk from church to church around the
diocese, they can be sponsored per church or for a set amount. There are forms on the
table behind the organ for anyone wishing to join in to raise money for All Saints’ and
the Oxfordshire Historic Churches Trust. We have done this for many years, but as
last year we will not have welcomers, just a form to fill in to say you have been. If you
don’t feel able to join the cyclists or walkers do please find someone to sponsor.
Carol
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Forthcoming Events in the Church
Don’t forget Cardiff Opera’s concert performance of ‘Le Nozze di Figaro’ on 4th
September- see the poster near the back of this newsletter. Please encourage your
friends to come along. Tickets are very reasonably priced.
The OXUS Quartet will be back with another concert on 10th October – details will be
available in next month’s newsletter and Headington Singers are planning to hold a
concert on either 12th or 19th November. We hope to confirm that date in our next
issue.
In addition, readers might be interested to know that the City of Oxford Choir will be
rehearsing in the church each Monday evening from 13th September until December,
and Headington Singers start weekly rehearsals on Tuesday 7 September.
Catherine

Summer Garden Party Invitation
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Board Game Café

An evening of ‘bring and share’ board games with light refreshments. Come on your
own or with others. All welcome! Bring your lucky dice…

Monday 13th September
Church House
7:30pm
If you’d be willing to bring some games to share, please let Leon know.
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Bereavement Support Group

The Bereavement Journey is a 6-week course supporting anyone experiencing
bereavement, grief and loss, run by St Ebbes’ in Headington.
16th September - 21st October 2021
7:30-9:30pm
St Ebbes’ in Headington, 30-34 Lime Walk
The course was developed at Holy Trinity Brompton church in London and has been
appreciated by thousands of people nationwide over 20 years. See
TheBereavementJourney.org for more details.
Topics covered will include:
- attachment
- separation and loss
- difficult feelings
- rites of passage
- the impact and pain of bereavement
- coping with others
- coping with change
- moving forward
- an optional session on questions of faith
For more information or to speak to someone about the course please contact Leon –
or Jill Horner, a church member at St Ebbe's Headington, on:
robjillhorner@gmail.com
Leon
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Parishioners’ News
James and Vivienne were up
in Sheffield on 22 August
for the baptism of their
grandson Oliver, who is
apparently taking a great
interest in what’s going on.
The vicar is Revd Sue
Hammersley, with parents
Lizzie and Kevin Tarbutt.
Lizzie was baptised in All
Saints in 1984, and Oliver is
their youngest of three.
Their parish church is St
Mark’s Broomhill.

At All Saints’ we can look forward to the baptism of Elanor, Leon and Charlotte’s
daughter on the 19th September. This charming picture of Elanor with Sophie was
taken by Brigid.
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We must also thank Brigid for this photo of Margaret, looking so relaxed and happy
on her birthday (27th July) when her best birthday present was to hear that she had
been discharged from the Churchill Hospital after long but successful treatment- news
which will delight everyone at All Saints’.

This month we send birthday greetings to Catherine, mother of Sophie pictured above,
who celebrates on the 3rd September, to Martin on the 19th and to Sheila Fitzgerald on
the 25th. Very best wishes to them! And a belated happy birthday on 27th August to
Joy.

Many congratulations to Hannah, one of our sidespersons, who passed her driving test
on Friday the thirteenth of August. Grandmother Veronica thinks it was a lucky day
for her. Drive safely, Hannah!
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Friday 27th August was Brian and Catherine’s 46th Wedding Anniversary, so they gave
Valerie a donation for flowers. As the photos show she created two lovely displays.
Catherine and Brian wanted to use them as an expression of their gratitude to
members of All Saints’ for their support in recent months.

The Reverend Jim Cocke’s daughter Fiona has emailed this picture of Jim meeting his
tenth great grandchild, Alexander. Jim continues to be in good health.
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From the Archives of All Saints’
Reverend Coulson was the first vicar of All Saints Highfield. This is his August 1910
contribution to the parish magazine. I think it gives a wonderful flavour of life at the
beginning of the 20th century and also All Saints’ history. I hope you find it as
fascinating as I did.
Charlotte

20

The Lord’s Prayer
This, then, is how you should pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one. Amen
(Matthew 6:9-13)
Ever since the very earliest days of the church the Lord’s prayer has had a special
place in Christian discipleship and teaching. Over the coming months we will take our
time to consider it phrase by phrase. But we should begin by taking it in as a whole. In
English, it takes less than twenty seconds to say, and it seems strange that the Lord
said that we should pray after such a manner. Perhaps you have read impressive
stories about great missionaries who wrestled in prayer for hours until they were
finally able to punch the principalities and powers on the nose?
On another occasion Jesus gave an even shorter version of this particular prayer (Luke
11:2-4). He explicitly teaches us that prayer ought not to be a big production - we
shouldn’t make a show of praying in church or on street corners (Matt. 6:5). We can
so easily end up praying to people under the guise of praying to God. Jesus says to
hide the fact that we pray (Matt. 6:6). What’s more, He says that we ought not to think
that God is very interested in the word count; and to the extent that He is interested in
it, He wants us to make a point of going short (Matt. 6:7)
Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything
before God. God is in heaven, and you are on earth, so let your words be few. (Eccl.
5:2).
We would, of course, be veering to the opposite extreme if we said that it was a sin for
prayer to go long. Before the Lord selected His disciples, He prayed all night (Luke
6:12), and in the Garden of Gethsemane, He prayed long enough to lose the disciples
who were with Him (Matt. 26:41). But even with that granted, it seems that Christians
who know their prayer life to be inadequate should begin by simply praying the
Lord’s Prayer, brief as it is.
Leon
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Preaching Ministers 2:
Pastors and writers
As outlined in the July Newsletter, the post-Reformation quest for ministers who
combined preaching skills with suitably godly lives took place in a context of
expanding education and literacy and developments in printing. This encouraged the
laity not only to listen to sermons, but also to read them. Offerings from the pulpit
were polished for the press and published in great quantity, alongside works of
devotion, written especially for private edification. The Bible and John Foxe’s Acts
and Monuments (better known to history as The Book of Martyrs because of its
graphic biographies of the faithful believers persecuted during the early years of the
Reformation) topped the best-seller list. But alongside these, other religious works
gained great popularity and their authors became widely known and respected.
An early but enduring favourite was The Practis of Pietie by Lewis Bayly (15751631), first published sometime during the first decade of the seventeenth century, in
its second edition in 1612 and re-issued many times thereafter. This work grew out of
sermons he delivered in his parishes of Shipston-on-Stour and Evesham. Usually
weighing in at about 800 pages, it was a manual for godly life and included prayers
and meditations, advice on Bible-reading, and teaching on the basics of the Christian
faith and the beliefs and practices of the Church. Often attractively and cheaply
produced – notwithstanding its unwieldy size – it was translated into French, Welsh,
German, Polish and even (1665) a Native American language, and became a core text
of European Protestant devotion, turning up regularly among books bequeathed in
wills. Sadly, Bayly himself was a rather quarrelsome character, who once he was
promoted failed to live up to his own high standards. Made bishop of Bangor in 1616,
he became embroiled in divisive local politics, was accused of bribery and
embezzlement, and even spent a spell in prison after he challenged royal religious
policy.
In complete contrast was his younger contemporary, George Herbert (1593-1633),
who gave up a career at the courts of James I and Charles I for a Wiltshire parsonage
and a life of contemplation and service. His writings – most notably The Temple:
Sacred Poems and Private Ejaculations (1633) and the priestly conduct book A Priest
to the Temple or the Country Parson (1652) – enjoyed success in some quarters for a
while. But they did not gain him wide recognition in his lifetime, since they were
published after his death, and, as Brian Hodgkinson noted in the March 2021
Newsletter, it was only in the twentieth century that his literary and religious
reputation was fully established.
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An attractive character of lasting reputation was the Worcestershire minister Richard
Baxter (1615-1691). Like Bayly, he was briefly a chaplain to the king – in this case
Charles II – but he turned down the offer of the bishopric of Hereford, choosing in the
1660s the insecure path of a nonconformist minister. He continued to preach where he
was legally permitted but concentrated instead on his writing, producing in all more
than 130 books, and leaving a prolific correspondence and unpublished papers. Some
titles – like The Saints Everlasting Rest and A Call to the Unconverted – were
phenomenally successful, but he received
no financial reward, giving away the
published text he received from the
printers in lieu of fees. The Reformed
Pastor, a manual for his clerical
colleagues, was extremely influential in
his own time. An insight into this is
provided by the reaction of a Swiss who
wrote to Baxter from St Gallen to express
his appreciation. He had bought a copy on
a visit to England, and now his colleagues
were clamouring for copies of a work
which struck ‘home to the heart of many
ministers’. It is still being recommended
to trainee ministers on some websites
today. Better known to most people,
however, will be his hymn, ‘Ye holy
angels bright’ – an enduring favourite
which offers a glimpse into his rich and
subtle mind, as well as a glorious picture
of the individual’s part in the community
of earth and heaven praising God.

Vivienne

Editor’s Note
Very many thanks to everyone who has contributed to this month’s newsletter. I am
sure readers will agree that this edition is full of interest, If you would like to
contribute articles or photos to the October issue, the deadline is Wednesday 29th
September. Please email contributions to CEHodgkinson@aol.com.
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Cardiff Opera
Coming to All Saints’ Church 4 September!
Purchase tickets here
Cardiff Opera presents Mozart's beloved masterpiece Le nozze di Figaro in a concert
performance. Sung in the original Italian with English narration written for the
occasion, this promises to a wonderful summer evening of mishaps, madness, divine
music and superb singing.
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